ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
The ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Program recognizes chapters that
display considerable initiative during the academic year. Chapters who apply must
be in a good standing which includes having an active status, a complete chapter
officer list and at least 10 chapter members on the Chapter Administrative
Interface. There are five categories student chapters may choose from:
Outstanding Chapter Activities, Outstanding Chapter Website, Outstanding
Recruitment Program, Outstanding Community Service, or Outstanding School
Service. Please submit separate applications for every category your
chapter is applying for. Hand-written submissions will not be accepted.
Application must be submitted to local_activities@acm.org by March 23, 2018. In
the subject line please state your chapter name and the category for which you
would like your chapter to be considered.
The last section of this application will require an essay. Please review the
guidelines below for the category you are applying to.
Outstanding Chapter Activities
For ACM student chapters that sponsor a series of exceptional activities throughout
the year or have focused their efforts on a single major activity. Tell us about your
chapter's most successful activities. Be sure to describe each activity, including how
many people participated, how it was funded, and what made it a success. If you
have web pages for these activities, include the URLs.
Outstanding Chapter Website
For ACM student chapters that maintain an outstanding chapter website. Tell us
about the design and content of your website and any noteworthy features. Also tell
us how you created it and what you do to keep it up to date. Don't forget to provide
the URL so the judges can check it out.
Outstanding Recruitment Program
For ACM student chapters that have done an excellent job of recruiting chapter
members. Tell us about your recruiting program. How do you let students at your
school know about your chapter and how do you get them interested in joining?
What factors are most critical to your success? How many members does your
chapter have?
Outstanding Community Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their
communities through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell

us about each project, who it served, and how many people participated. Why was
your chapter interested in these particular projects? If you have web pages for
these projects, include the URLs.
Outstanding School Service
For ACM student chapters that have made significant contributions to their own
schools through one major service project or a series of smaller projects. Tell us
about projects that help your fellow students, your department, or your school in
general. Tell us about each project, how many people participated, and how it
helped your school. If you have web pages for these projects, include the URLs.
(Note, if you have worked on projects to help other schools, for example
neighboring high schools, apply for the Community Service award rather than the
School Service award.)

ACM Student Chapter Excellence Awards Application
Chapter Group ID: 107809
Name of Chapter: UPRB ACM Student Chapter
Chapter Address: Industrial Minillas 170 Carr 174, Bayamon, PR USA 00959
URL for your Chapter homepage: http://cs.uprb.edu/cs/aecc/
Category you are applying for: Outstanding Chapter Activities
Chapter Officers
Chair Name: Samuel E. Matos Flores
Email: samuel.matos1116@gmail.com
Vice Chair:

Elvin E. Vélez Alicea

Email: elvin.velez1@upr.edu
Treasurer:

Fiamma Gonzalez Barias

Email: fiamma.gonzalez@upr.edu
Faculty Sponsor:

Juan Solá Sloan

Email: juan.sola@upr.edu
Secretary (if applicable): Allan J. Fret Cruz
Email: allan.fret@upr.edu
Membership Chair (if applicable):
Email:
Web Master (if applicable):
Email:

Please provide a brief description of your chapter and school including number of
chapter members (1500 character maximum):
The Computer Science Students Association of the University of Puerto Rico in Bayamón
focuses on forming a group in which ideas and experiences are shared among students,
professors and graduate students. We can learn from each other and expand our knowledge
beyond what the university can offer. We welcome any student who is interested in the field of
computig and help them learn the basics of programming so that they may find a passion. Our
association is composed of 110 members who love to learn about this field of technology that
continues to evolve every day. This academic year has been one of the most difficult for us
as an association. After the devastating passage of Hurricane Maria, many of our members
have suffered a lot. This motivates us to do more activities where members can share and
clear their minds. We are extremely proud of all the activities and goals we have achieved this
year. We hope to continue making this association, the best in Puerto Rico. If you want to see
photos and promotions of the activities you can find them in this link:
https://www.facebook.com/aecc.uprb/

Number of students at your school who take computer science and related courses,
and typical majors of your chapter members (1000 character maximum):
The University of Puerto Rico in Bayamón has a bachelor's degree in Computer Science with
two areas of emphasis, Computer Science and Information Systems. This academic program
is accredited by ABET - Accredited Computing Accreditation Commission and has 250 - 320
students, more or less. This number is an estimate since after the passage of Huracan Maria,
700 students from different academic programs left the university. 109 of our members are
from the Computer Science bachelor's degree and one member who is in his last year of
Marketing.

An essay on the category for which your chapter would like to be considered (4000
character maximum - approximately 500 words):
The Computer Science Students Association of the University of Puerto Rico in Bayamón has
carried out over 25 activities during this academic year 2017-2018 and we have many more
planned for the rest of this semester. Starting the academic year, we offered our first workshop:
Dynamic Programming in which our Faculty Sponsor, Dr. Juan Solá Sloan, offered in
preparation for the programming competitions, The ACM-ICPC International Collegiate
Programming Contest 2017. That next week we managed to coordinate with the professors of
the department, to be able to use part of their class to offer a talk to the new students. As part of
this talk, we explained about the activities of our chapter, the workshops, tutorials and the
advantages of being members of this prestigious association. Unfortunately, next week,
Hurricane Maria passed through Puerto Rico, leaving our university extremely affected and
unable to offer classes for more than a month. During the passage of Huracan Maria, we were
supposed to celebrate both Local and National Contests for ACM ICPC competition, we were
allowed to present 3 teams that would represent us in the Caribbean Finals. We made a
elimination contest with the 8 teams that wanted to compete and the best 3 teams continued to
the Caribbean Finals of the ACM ICPC where they represented us with a lot of pride. We had
our two Movie Nights where they shared with their classmates and had a good time. It was so
much the success of this activity, that other student organizations joined this initiative. We made
the decision to join the initiative created by another student organization and we distributed 140
sandwiches with juice and water. One of the best activities, seeing the faces of joy of the
students and hearing how grateful they were made this activity the most rewarding to this day.
This academic year we introduced tutorials for the introductory programming courses that were
given sporadically. This second semester is being offered every Thursday and is open to
anyone who needs it. We offered an informative talk about the opportunities that computer
science students have to participate in a internship. The director of the Job Development
Center, Mr. Nelson Vázquez, offered us a workshop to create a resume with an emphasis on
our field of well-informed and up-to-date information. José Quiñones, founder and president of
Obsidis Consortia, Inc. offered the informative talk: "So, you want to be a Hacker". We celebrate
the initiation acts of our student organization, Programming in Las Vegas. That night we
recognized the work of our department director, Dr. Nelliud Torres, after many years of total
dedication to the students. We had dinner and a photo booth where the students had fun and
had a spectacular night. The Code Nights are a tradition of our chapter. In these activities we
spent several hours teaching competitive programming concepts. We coach our less
experienced colleagues so that they can compete in the ACM ICPC, the Interuniversity
competitions of the University of Puerto Rico in Bayamón and Ponce. In these workshops, we
teach them theory, techniques to solve problems and practice so that they put into practice what
they have learned. The emphasis of this activity is that students participate in this great
opportunity to expand their knowledge and put into practice what they learn in a classroom. To
see about these and other activities that we offered, please visit us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/aecc.uprb/

