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Please provide a brief description of your chapter and school including number of
chapter members (1500 character maximum):
Our Student Chapter is the first and only ACM-W Chapter in Spain. Founded in 2014, we
currently have 175 members, from which 12 are very active collaborators and coorganizers for
the chapter activities. Our chapter is hosted at the Computer Science Faculty of the
Polytechnic University of Valencia. Ours is a technical university, with plenty of options to
study engineering and technological related degrees. The School of Computer Engineering
teaches two official degrees, one in Computer Engineering and a double major in Computer
Engineering + Administration and Business Management, as well as two associated and
official Master degrees. The main student associations in our School are the students’
delegation, dataUPV group, ACM UPV and ACM-W UPV. The School also has spaces for
entrepreneurship, is a reference for Erasmus students in terms of teaching quality and study
programme, and has contact with many local businesses that offer employment to our
graduated students. It also has an active calendar of activities throughout the year, some of
them coming from the ACM and ACM-W UPV chapters.
However, over the last 4-5 years, 89% of students have been male, with only a small 11% of
female students. For this reason, the activities we organize in our ACM-W UPV Chapter are
aimed towards supporting and empowering our female students, as well as raising awareness
among all our students regarding the gender gap and how we can help to break it.

Number of students at your school who take computer science and related courses,
and typical majors of your chapter members (1000 character maximum):
The school in which our Chapter is hosted is the School of Computer Engineering from the
Polytechnic University of Valencia. There are around 2100 students total each year in our
School. The typical majors of our chapter members, who are mostly students at the School of
Computer Engineering within the Computer Science degree, are Software Engineering,
Computing Engineering, Computing, Information Technology and Information Systems.

An essay on the category for which your chapter would like to be considered (4000
character maximum - approximately 500 words):
Our ACM-W UPV Chapter is applying for the Outstanding Chapter Activities award. Among the
different activities that our chapter undertakes throughout the year, we would like to highlight
that the ACM-W UPV Chapter is currently the only ACM-W Chapter in Spain and a proud
organizer of the annual Spanish ACM-W Celebration of Women in Computing: Informatics for All
since its beginning in 2016.
The first Spanish ACM-W Celebration in 2016 was hosted in our School of Computer
Engineering at the Polytechnic University of Valencia. It was a one-day event with a poster
session, several technical talks as well as a very lively discussion panel. The attendance to the
event was local, but we had around 40 very passionate participants from nearby universities as
well as from our own. The poster session was really inspiring for the students presenting their
work, and the event was so fruitful and the participants’ comments were so positive that we were
eager to start planning the second celebration for 2017.
The second edition was held at Universitat de les Illes Balears in Palma de Mallorca, we had
around the same number of participants, this time coming from more universities around Spain.
We are currently preparing the third edition for 2018 in Madrid. Moving the event to our country’s
capital, and given the preparation we had over the past years, this year we hope to expand the
community even more. This time it will be a two-day event and we are adding to the program a
career fair as well as presentations from Spanish communities of women in technology.
Our tasks as an ACM-W Chapter co-organizing this celebration have been, among others,
coordinating the media campaign in social networks, disseminating the information around
different Spanish universities, co-organizing the speaker selection, poster reviewing, preparing
all the designs and graphic materials (badges, promotional posters, etc.). In addition, during the
event we act as local ambassadors of ACM and ACM-W, explaining to the attendees what ACM
and what ACM Chapters are, and assisting them in any questions regarding ACM they may
have.
We are really happy that the Spanish ACM-W Celebration has received the ACM-W Celebration
Sponsorship for three years in a row, which has been key to be able to create such a wonderful
celebration and made it free for everybody to attend. Thanks to this, the Celebration has been
able to give scholarships to speakers and poster authors so that they can cover their expenses
for attending the conference.
The website for the Spanish ACM-W Celebration is https://ipt.acm.org/. It currently features
information for the upcoming third celebration event next April in Madrid, but it also hosts picture
galleries from previous celebrations in Valencia (2016) and Mallorca (2017).
What made these celebrations a success? We truly believe that it has been the passion all the
participants put into this project, both organizers and attendees, and we hope we can give the
best of ourselves for upcoming and future editions to make the Spanish community grow even
more and keep celebrating women in computing.

